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wretched man asked to speak with him; but the
Father put him off until after Mass, so that he
might be assisted by him as usual.

Mass having been said, the Toolmaker disclosed
to the Father all that had happened,—expressing to
him the despair in which he was, and the fear that
he had lest, when the others returned, he should be
put to death. ‘‘ That is not what you have most to
fear,” replied the Father to him; ‘‘ we are too few in
number, and have too much need of your services,
to wish to kill you. If any one were inclined to do
so, I promise you to oppose him, as far as I am able.
But I exhort you to confess before God the enormity
of your crime, to beg his pardon, and to do penance
for it. Take care to appease the anger of God; as
for me, I will take care to appease that of men.”’

The Father told him, moreover, that, should he
desire it, he himself would go to meet those who
were away hunting; and that he would endeavor to
pacify them, and make them promise that they would
not ill-treat him on their arrival. The Toolmaker
accepted this offer, and appeared to become calm;
and the Father set out. But hardly had he left the
fort when this miserable man felttroubled anew; he
became melancholy, and was convinced that the
Father was deceiving him, and was going to meet
the others only to warn them against him.

With this thought he took his hatchet and his
gun, in order to follow after the Father. Having
perceived him beside the river, he cried out to the
Father to wait for him, which the Missionary did.
As soon as this man had reached the Father, he
reproached him with being a traitor and a deceiver;
and, at the same time, fired at him his gun and



